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By Christine Williams 
 

S tand up or back off? Your 
CVA Board is bombarded 

with judgment calls on many 
issues.    
   March 9 the Planning Com-
mission decided (5-3) to de-

lete the conditions for a gray water system and 
allow severe cutbacks in landscaping for the Cot-
tages of Carmel 78-bed assisted living project— 
without considering the effects of doing so. Can 

its water allotment really handle 78 beds? The 
water report is based on much supposition, and 
little evidence. We decided to appeal to the Su-
pervisors. Thankfully, $3,000 of the $5,000 fee 
was quickly donated by LandWatch and R. Dar-
win to help our appeal.    
   The tough decision to litigate against the Gen-
eral Plan was made earlier and that is still in pro-
cess. Our issues are traffic measurement, slope 
development and biological protections. [Note: 
Donations to our Defense Fund are always wel-
come! We need about $15,000 more.] 
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Continued Page 2, column 1 

By John Dalessio 
 

T im McCormick, Monterey County’s director 
of building services, recently was placed on 

administrative leave, and then fired, after he 
failed to require a developer to install a gray wa-
ter system at a project in Carmel Valley. 
   The project, coyly named Cottages of Carmel, 
is a 78-bed assisted living facility targeted for the 
wealthy—and ‘soon to be poor when they get 
finished paying for assisted living services’—
whose permit required the installation and opera-
tion of a water-recycling system primarily to pro-
vide irrigation for also-required landscaping. 
   When the developer failed to install the plumb-
ing for the gray water system, neighbors noted the 
omission and complained to the county. The de-
veloper, a law school graduate, claimed that he 
didn’t believe that the conditions applied to his 
project, even while they clearly were spelled out 
in the project approval. He petitioned the Plan-
ning Commission to remove the conditions. 
   The commission, which has difficulty finding 
Carmel Valley multiple-building projects that it 
doesn’t love, voted to overturn those exact condi-
tions, conditions that had already been approved 
by the Board of Supervisors. To our knowledge, 
this was a first—the planning commissioners 
overruling the supervisors. 
   In its wake, McCormick was observed publicly 
celebrating the Planning Commission’s decision 
with the developer and his attorney. An alert 

CVA member complained directly to the county 
administrator. McCormick was fired shortly 
thereafter. 
 

T he Cottages of Carmel project was approved 
with a strict limit on the amount of fresh 

water it could take from the Carmel River water-
shed, and, hence, the need for a gray water sys-
tem. So how did the project manage to soak up 
rights to all the fresh water it wants? How did it 
already manage to break its ‘promise’ even before 
it has opened its doors? How indeed! Once again, 
the county’s promises to mitigate the negative 
impacts of development were not worth the paper 
costs of the building permits upon which they 
were inscribed. 
 

W ill McCormick’s firing send a message to 
other county employees that they work for 

the public, not for strategically located, developer
-oriented law firms? Hopefully, yes. But we know 
that the county has a long history of viewing Car-
mel Valley as a “cash cow” ripe for development. 
   CVA can, and will, sustain its vigilance. But 
without local control it is a tough and—as in the 
case of Cottages of Carmel whose buildings aver-
age 26 patient beds each—usually a losing fight. 
We refuse to be discouraged. We invite you to 
join us in our efforts to keep Carmel Valley rural.     

 
John Dalessio is a former CVA Board President 
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   The next big “wait and wonder” is WHAT, if any-
thing, the Rancho Canada development folks will do. 
They have expanded their area significantly, adding 
the Hatton properties, as part of the Special Treatment 
Area. 
   Bright night lighting, at homes and businesses, is 
proliferating up and down the Valley! Have you seen 
it?  
   The local culture has always been to keep lighting 
low and unobtrusive. There is a reason for this besides 
keeping CV rural. We have one of the best night sky 
environments in the world for stargazing. So, we ap-
peal to all those “needing” porch lights to tone them 
down and make them motion sensitive. Let’s protect 
our night sky. The street lamps in the Village area that 
were installed by Carmel Valley Village Improvement 
Committee many years ago are a GREAT example of 
doing it right. And the Corkscrew’s lighting too. 
Check them out and please help by doing likewise! 
   The AT&T cell tower proposed at Holman Ranch, in 
plain view from many areas including the Village, is 
back to the drawing board to research a possible better 
placement. Yeah! to the planning commissioners for 
getting this right.  It will be heard again June 29th. To 
join the neighborhood watch-group email Doris at: 
hdfabre@sbcglobal.net.   
   To note: Many links can be found on our website…
County, State and local! Plus you’ll find up-to-date 
reports as they happen. If you are part of a local non-
profit, send your link to Dick Stott. If you’re not a 
CVA member, contact Dick and join us! 
rhstott@pacbell.net. 
   I am deeply grateful to work with so many wonder-
ful, competent and caring volunteers! With your finan-
cial help, research, meeting attendance, committee 
participation, and writing letters, it’s amazing all that 
we accomplish. It truly takes a team! Thank you.   
 

Continued from Page 1 

   After Carmel Video opened in 1985, Pete continued his ‘day job’ 
with Murphy Lumber in the village to sustain cash flow during those 
early years, while Peggy ran the store. It wasn’t until 2003 that the 
Joneses opened the village store. The sour economy hit them hardest 
in 2008, but business has picked up since. This is certainly due in part 

to the unique inventory they offer. Though the village 
store rents only DVDs, the Mid-Valley location main-
tains VHS videotapes as well. Connoisseurs find a 
large choice of foreign titles and old classics, as well 
as the obscure and latest releases. “We even have cus-
tomers from Pacific Grove and Marina who’ve been 
unable to find what they’re looking for anywhere 
else,” Peggy says. And Pete is quick to mention that 
they ‘rent’ educational and political films and docu-
mentaries at no charge. 
   Five years ago, the Joneses acquired a machine that 

repairs DVDs and CDs in order to extend the lives of their inventory 
and as a service to customers who need their own discs restored. 
With their additional support of local charitable causes, the Joneses, 
along with other resident business owners, enrich our community.         
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By Scott MacClelland 
  

A merica’s traditional pastime brought them together back in the 
late 1970s. He went to play baseball at Jacks Park in Monterey 

and she came to watch. And just as America’s pastime 
of the 19th century gave way to the even bigger pastime 
of movies and television, Pete and Peggy Jones became 
the go-to folks for movie rentals in Carmel Valley. Be-
tween them, from Carmel Video at Mid-Valley Center 
and Carmel Valley Video in the village, they know 
more of your neighbors than you do. Today, their two 
video stores, and one in Seaside, are the only remaining 
independents on the Monterey Peninsula. 
   Pete says that customers often stop by on a last-
minute impulse and frequently ask for recommenda-
tions. He cites the one-on-one conversations that guide them to their 
selections. “They count on us to know the stories of movies they 
haven’t seen,” he says. “But,” he adds, “recommending comedies is 
difficult because individual taste for them is so subjective.” 
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O n March 30, at the eastern 
parking area at Jacks Peak 

Park, two Ziptrek Ecotours ex-
ecutives, President Charles 
Steele and CEO David Udow, 
unveiled their proposal to con-
struct ziplines for harnessed 
visitors to ride from the ridgetop 
down to a landing area near 
Carmel Valley Road. In attend-
ance were county park repre-
sentatives, people associated 
with the Sierra Club and other 
conservation organizations, and 
descendants of Talcott and Peg-
gy Bates who donated much of 
the park’s acreage many dec-
ades ago.  
   If approved by the county, 
Ziptrek’s vision is to construct 
two series of three elevated 
“launching decks,” and the zip- 
line steel cables that connect 
them, at the Monterey pine 
forest’s canopy level and there-
by, offer aerial access to areas 
of the park not presently served 
by trails. The shorter upper seg-
ment would bring riders sus-
pended in safety gear down 
from the ridgeline (near the 
parking lot) to a level trail that 
riders would hike the short dis-
tance to the top of the second 
series. From there riders would 
descend the cable to the bottom 
of the canyon just to the west of 
the Pacific Meadows retirement 
community. (The plan also in-
cludes the construction of two 
new trails for “guest use” and 
another, in the lower canyon, 
for public use.) 
   Ziptrek guests will check in 
for the three-and-a-half-hour 
guided tours at a retail location 
on Cannery Row. They will 
then ride a van to the park and, 
at ride’s end, be collected and 
returned to Cannery Row. The 
tour would be available only 
under these terms and not to 
other park visitors. 
   Ziptrek has constructed zip- 
line projects in San Francisco, 
Queenstown (New Zealand) 
Edmonton, Vancouver and at 
Whisler, BC, their base of oper-
ations.     
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· See the latest CVA water committee recommendation to the Monterey Peninsula Water 
Management District (MPWMD) re: Regional Desal Plan, at our website. Our water 
committee is an integral part of seeking viable solutions for our water needs. 

· The resignation of Steve Collins from the County’s Water Resources board, due to a con-
flict of interest that compromised the validity of the entire Regional Water Plan, is a 
prime example of why CVA continually monitors and conducts due diligence in the pro-
cesses of local governance. 

· Traffic analysis for Corral de Tierra Shopping Development studied only intersections, 
not all surrounding segments that are already above capacity.�
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At Doctors on Duty,  we’re here for you 
with 10 locations throughout Monterey 
and Santa Cruz Counties with flexible  

nighttime and weekend hours. Our  
clinics are staffed by qualified health pro-

fessionals who are ready to treat a  
wide range of your healthcare needs. 

  

Find us in the Yellow and White 
pages  

and DoctorsonDuty.com.  
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from area grocery stores for her clients.) 
   St Philip’s Lutheran Church conducts a Food Bank distribution 
on the first Friday of every month. Just up Carmel Valley Road, 
Sanctuary Bible Church runs a rotating food closet that provides 
groceries, Tuesdays through Fridays, “no questions asked,” and 
distributes food in Cachagua on Saturdays. 
   Hope’s Pantry, at Our Lady of Mt Carmel Catholic Church in 
Carmel Valley Village, is open for distribution of parish-collected 
food and personal items every Tuesday from 10am to noon. 
   A food pantry also operates at Pacific Meadows retirement 
community for the benefit of its residents. 
   Since it opened last summer, Joining Hands Benefit Shop, on 
Carmel Rancho Lane, has distributed its proceeds through its 
parent organization, the Interfaith Outreach of Carmel. Founded 
in 2007, IOC has supported a variety of charitable causes serving 
the needy. Joining Hands focuses its support on housing through 
agencies like Shelter Outreach Plus and IHelp.      
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P roviding for CV residents in need and the homeless depends 
on the personal commitment of charitable institutions and the 

dedication of volunteers. Some institutions, such as All Saints 
Day School, St Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Congregation Beth 
Israel and Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula, con-
tribute collected non-perishables to the Food Bank for Monterey 
County and other distribution agencies. 
   All Saints and St Dunstan’s distribute their collected foods, 
clothing, etc., through the Food Bank—and the extraordinary 
personal dedication of Nancy Costello, the “Saint of the Hungry 
in Monterey County” —primarily to migrant farmworkers up and 
down Salinas Valley.  
   (Now in her 90s, Costello was awarded the 2007 national Jef-
ferson Award for her forty-plus years of tirelessly collecting food  


