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By Christine Williams 
 

CVA endorses Water  
District candidates! 
  

I n an historic move, the 
CVA board has endorsed 

candidates for the Water Dis-
trict race: BOB BROWER 

(District 4) and REGINA DOYLE (District 5). 
Our water committee has worked closely with 
both Brower and Doyle. Both candidates under-
stand the issues and have worked hard to develop 

a consensus behind water plans that store and 
recover water and to find new water at the lowest 
possible costs. 
   As Chairman of the Water District, Brower has 
shown outstanding leadership. He has a keen un-
derstanding of the CPUC’s 95-10 Cease and De-
sist order and its potentially devastating impact 
on our communities should we not replace the 
over-drafted Carmel River by 2016. He has 
brought long-standing opposing sides together at 
long last to work together. The water district 
board members, on both sides of the aisle, respect 

��������	�

������
�������������������������������� ����������������������������������������	��		�����
 ���
�
��
��  
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S oon CalAm’s Monterey Peninsula water cus-
tomers may be forced to cut water use up to 

45 percent. In the face of this threat, the big pro-
posed single desalination solution has collapsed 
into a political and legal nightmare that probably 
won’t get straightened out for at least four more 
years, if ever. The Regional Desalination Project 
fiasco shows us that our most immediate water 
problem is not finding new sources of water, but 
finding the local governance that we can trust to 
deliver a clean and dependable water supply.  
 

We’re headed for “The Cliff” 
 

   California American Water Company (CalAm) 
has only two sources of water for the Monterey 
Peninsula:  wells along the Carmel River and the 
Seaside groundwater basin. Both are subject to 
daunting future restrictions. We must reduce 
pumping in the Seaside Basin from 3300 acre feet 
per year (AFY) to 1500 AFY. From the Carmel 
River we are facing a reduction of more than two 
thirds of current use, from 12,500 AFY to 3350 
AFY. 
   The 2009 Cease and Desist Order issued by the 
State Water Resources Control Board sets a 
schedule for reduced pumping from CalAm’s 
Carmel Valley wells and imposes a building mor-
atorium, water rationing, and fines if these curbs 
are not met. These requirements are leading us to 
what water planners refer to as “The Cliff” in 
2017, when we’ll be short between 4000 and 
6000 AFY, followed by another cliff in 2018, 

when we’ll be short over 8000 AFY. A cutback of 
this magnitude is more than an inconvenience. 
It’s a future economic disaster.   
   The solution to this looming crisis is two-fold: 
First, we must create water solutions that are as 
simple and efficient as possible. Second, we must 
demand local direct governance that answers to 
the Peninsula’s water users, the ratepayers.  
 

Our simplest and quickest solution requires 
diversification  
 

Rather than placing all our bets on one water 
technology, such as desalination, we should use 
multiple solutions that can change with future 
technology and water needs: 
 

1 Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR): Long in 
development, this technology is our best “win/
win” water supply improvement. The Seaside 
Basin can provide nearly infinite storage capacity 
(about 50,000 acre feet) and is a better, safer and 
bigger storage facility than any dam. ASR is al-
ready easing our water shortage, with 1100 acre 
feet stored in 2011, and 2000 acre feet planned 
for 2012. By capturing more excess river flow, 
ASR can expand our water supply even more. 
Current cost, about $1000 per acre foot. Potential 
Supply: 3000 AFY or more. Major challenges: 
pipe and pump capacities, seasonal river flow, 
little excess water in drought years. 
 

2 Groundwater Recharge (Recycled Water plus 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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his work on the public’s behalf. 
   A consistent supporter of issues important to CVA, Doyle 
has been a strong voice advocating on behalf of ratepayers. She 
has worked with Brower to bring unity to the board in seeking 
replacement water at low cost with the greatest possible pub-
lic accountability. She takes her role as public representative 
very seriously.  
   We urge voters in District 5 to vote for BROWER, and in 
District 4 for DOYLE. Please VOTE on November 8! 
 

T hanks to an amazing Carmel neighborhood effort and 
traffic analysis by our own Tim Sanders, the Villas de 

Carmelo application was soundly defeated, five to zero, on 
October 11 by the Board of Supervisors. Villas would have 
been a 46-unit condo project, right off Highway 1 near Valley 
Way in Carmel, impacting traffic and water that would have 
adversely affected all of us. 
   On the docket of projects with similarly adverse impacts, 
CVA is currently following Rancho Canada Village; the Agha 
development of 20 homes adjacent to Pacific Meadows; the 
sale of a 20-acre property near Rancho San Carlos that has a 
deed restriction dividing it into four lots only (not the 10 the 
developer sought); Cottages of Carmel and condition compli-
ance; illegal signage issues, including the “billboard” put up 
by the Barnyard; cell tower placements; and the CV Airport 
property. 
 

A s you know, our amazing Water Committee continues to 
be actively involved in the search for affordable water to 

meet the state’s 95-10 order (see Page 1). We are thankful for 
the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District and the 
California Rate Payers for representing rational and reasona-
ble water solutions. (See our website for the most recent letter 
to the district submitted by Roger Dolan and Todd Norgaard.) 
   Thanks for standing with us! And remember to visit our 
website regularly for the most current information!  
   And don’t forget to bring the kids (of all ages) to the 
Holiday Tree Lighting at 4:30pm on December 3 at CV 
Community Park, and Santa’s annual Fly-In at the CV 
Airport, 10:30am on December 10.  

Continued from Page 1 
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S ince 1968, the Carmel Valley Athletic Club has been 
a benchmark for tennis and physical fitness in Carmel 

Valley. Begun as the CV Tennis Club, CVAC’s focus has 
expanded to appeal to the growing health and wellness needs of our community. 
Group exercise classes are now included, featuring yoga, Tai Chi, spin-bike, aquatic 
exercise and cardio workouts. 
   Since 2004, when current owner and CVA member Scot McKay purchased the 
club, the focus has been to integrate a “Mind & Body” approach. CVAC is now 
ready to open the latest wellness facility to its members and local guests. This new 
facility, called Refuge, is a beautiful coed, swimsuit-mandatory environment of 
relaxation & tranquility—the first purpose-built facility in the US that offers hydro-
thermal therapy as a way to achieve the ultimate in relaxation. 
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A s of July 1, 2001, state law mandates that, “all 
single-family dwelling units in California must 

have carbon monoxide detectors installed.” Deadly 
carbon monoxide—CO—results when combustible 
items burn, whether wood in a fireplace, gasoline in a 
car engine, briquettes in a barbecue, or smoke from a 
cigarette. The obvious danger stems from a lack of 
ventilating these odorless, colorless fumes. An inade-
quately vented oil-burning heater or gas stovetop can 
result in a lethal level of CO. Landlords who fail to 
have working detectors installed can be held liable.  
   While the new law requires one CO detector per 
home, more may be recommended depending on the 
total square footage or number of stories. State Fire 
Marshal certified CO detectors are available at such 
retailers as Home Depot and Orchard Supply, and on
-line. Installation instructions should be followed to 
the letter.  

 

Above & left: CVA picnic, Sept 
18, 5th District Supervisor 
Dave Potter anoints CVA’s 
Margaret Robbins ‘Planning 
Department Director for a 
day.’  
 

Right: Mr Miraculous enter-
tains Rancho Rio Vista resi-

dents at their annual  
neighborhood picnic, Oct 2.    

Left: Hidden Valley’s 
Peter Meckel (right) 
welcomes concert 
pianist Daniel James 
Greenbush, whose Sept 
26 solo recital raised 
money for Youth Music 
Monterey. 
 
 

Right: The new 1.5 
mile hike/bike trail 

going west from San 
Carlos Road hits a 

permit-only (no dogs or 
bikes) access through  

Palo Corona Regional 
Park to Highway 1.  
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ASR): This proven technology is well established in Or-
ange County. Estimated cost: $2000-3000 per acre foot. 
Potential Supply: 2700 AFY. Major challenges: none, 
except public opinion. 
 

3 Leakage Control: The CalAm system currently loses 
water at about twice the rate of other water distribution 
systems, as cited in MPWMD minutes. Potential Supply: 
Upgrading to more typical loss rates could save 300 
AFY. 
 

4 Dam improvements: Potential Supply: Sediment re-
moval during high river flow and other possible enhance-
ments could reasonably add 850 AFY or more through 
improved peak-flow management. 
 

5 Reduced Size Desalination: Preferably located on the 
Monterey Peninsula, and sized to provide more flexibility 
to our water supply as needed. Estimated cost: $3000-
5000/acre foot. Potential supply: 2000 AFY or greater. 
Major challenges: high energy costs and increasing envi-
ronmental restrictions. 
 
The right governance: local, open and  
representative 
 

   The Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
(MPWMD) is clearly the best choice to anchor a new 
governing agency. It already has the statutory authority 
and responsibility to find and deliver the water. Under 
direction of its board, the MPWMD’s competent tech-
nical staff and experienced new General Manager, David 
Stoldt, are already at work on the five water supply solu-
tions described above. Taken together, these solutions 
should be more than adequate to meet our 2017-2025 
water needs. This endorsement comes with a caveat, 
however. Though refreshingly transparent in its dealings 
with the public, the District’s board members have a poor 
history of working together. Since the MPWMD is the 
only water authority that speaks for the ratepayers, the 
MPWMD Board needs to step up to its responsibilities 
and move quickly towards implementing the alternate 
water plan—expeditiously, honestly and effectively.   
 

This article was prepared by the CVA Water Committee 
consisting of Roger Dolan, Todd Norgaard, John Walton 
(pictured below), Peter Stern and Margaret Robbins. 
 

   Refuge features an oversized Finnish cedar sauna, 
a large eucalyptus steam bath, six hot spas, four 
pools with cold water of varying temperature with 
indoor solarium rooms or, outdoors, Adirondack 
chairs by the fire. 
   With the sound of nineteen cascading thermal wa-
terfalls ever present, guests at CVAC’s Refuge are 
encouraged to heat up, cool down, or simply relax 

within its amenities. Refuge also offers affordable massages to CVAC mem-
bers and guests. For more information please visit our website Refuge.com. 
   The rebuilt Clubhouse is now open, featuring all-new locker rooms. The Café 
is operated by one of the most prominent culinary supporters of local and sus-
tainable agriculture, Dory Ford of Aqua Terra Culinary, and is a beautiful event 
space for club members.  
���Visitors are welcome at CVAC, located at 27300 Rancho San Carlos Road, 
just before the entrance to the Santa Lucia Preserve. 

Axel Binneboese, proud CVA member, CV resident & CVAC General Manager  
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Above & Right: Latkes sold out at   
Congregation Beth Israel’s annual  

Jewish Food Festival, Aug 29,  
that featured music by the outstanding  

Zambra chorus from Santa Cruz.   
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At Doctors on Duty,  we’re here for you 
with 10 locations throughout Monterey 
and Santa Cruz Counties with flexible  

nighttime and weekend hours. Our  
clinics are staffed by qualified health pro-

fessionals who are ready to treat a  
wide range of your healthcare needs. 

  

Find us in the Yellow and White 
pages  

and DoctorsonDuty.com.  
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and holiday dinner items), blankets, sleeping bags, bicycles, 
trees, Christmas stockings, decorations and pet food.  
   The families, selected after careful screening by the school 

district, have a specified time to "shop" in the 
Christmas store. For many families there would be 
no Christmas were it not for the Carmel Valley 
Angel Project. ��
   NEW toy donations may be dropped off from 
November 1st through December 1st at the Carmel 
Valley Chevron Station, Carmel Valley Business 
Service, Kasey's, Mt. Carmel Church or Mid-
Valley Medical Center. Financial donations help 
purchase the perishables and other items that are 
needed.  
   Checks for either project can be sent to CV  
Angel Project, P O Box 1305, Carmel Valley, CA 

93924. To volunteer, please call 277-9917 to help with the 
dinner and/or 277-8165 for the Angel Project. 
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T he Carmel Valley Angel Project, a non-profit 
corporation started by the late Dorothy McEwen, 

provides a community Thanksgiving meal in Carmel 
Valley as well as a free "Christmas Store" for those 
who need a little help over the holidays. 
Residents and civic groups contribute pies and money 
for the Thanksgiving meals. Anyone in the community 
is welcome to attend on Thanksgiving Day. The meals 
are served at the CV Community Center, in the village, 
from noon to 3pm. 
   Donations of new toys and/or money are collected 
for the Christmas Store. Volunteers stock the "store" with the toys 
and use the money to provide choices of food (basic staple items 

 


